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Law Library Update! by Margaret Arnold, Zief Library Director
Summer was a busy  time here in the law library. Two 

months ago we welcomed Jill Fukunaga to our staff 

as our new Collection Development Librarian. Jill 

practiced law for several years before returning to 

library school to obtain her MLS degree. .. Jill will 

focus on selecting materials, reference and teaching 

legal research. You can read more about Jill in this 

issues of the Z-Flyer on page 3. We are also in the 

process of hiring a Circulation Services Librarian to 

manage library circulation and access services.

In July 2007, five librarians from USF attended the 

American Association of Law Libraries Annual Con-

ference in New Orleans, LA. The city warmly wel-

comed over 1,700 law librarians from all over the 

world, and we found New Orleans to be moving 

steadily towards recovery. The USF attendees made 

their mark at the conference with 2 librarians serving 

as speakers and one engaging in a service project. I 

teamed up with the Director of the Law Library from 

McGeorge School of Law to give a session on law 

library services to alumni, and Shannon Burchard 

created a very popular session on networking (full 

story on page 2.) Meanwhile, Lee Ryan participated 

in a service project to help re-build New Orleans. She 

spent a day in the Ninth Ward working on a Musi-

cians’ Village building as part of the New Orleans 

Habitat for Humanity Project (see page 5 inside for 

more details.)

Amy Wright and I also attended the CALI conference 

in Las Vegas this past  June. This conference provides 

a wonderful opportunity for law librarians and IT 

staff to share ideas and learn more about the latest 

changes in the law tech world. The conference in-

spired many new ideas, and the library  staff is very 

much looking forward to working with our new tech 

manager, Ben Leung, to move technology forward in 

the library this year.

You’ll also notice some changes to our facility. Most 

notably, we’ve installed a security gate at the entrance 

to the law library  in response to student concerns 

about security in the facility. Card swipe access will 

be required to enter the law library at all times. But, if 

by chance you have forgotten your id card, see the 

staff at the front desk to gain access to the library. 

We have been busy weeding dated materials from the 

collection during the summer months and would wel-

come any ideas for new titles to purchase. We also 

continued some shifting of materials in the law li-

brary to free up shelf space so some titles have moved 

to a new location, particularly in the California area. 

In addition, our technical services staff has worked 

steadily on completing an inventory in preparation for 

our upcoming ABA site visit. 

We’re looking forward to a great academic year. The 

librarians are currently preparing to teach 2 new ad-

vanced legal research classes that will be offered to 

second and third year students. Lee and Amy will 

teach a 2-credit Advanced Legal Research class this 

fall, and John Shafer and Jill Fukunaga will teach a 1-

credit California Legal Research class in the spring. 

As always, we will always strive to provide the very 

highest level of service and research support to the

law school community!
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Getting the Word Out On Networking! by Shannon Burchard
As part of this year’s Annual Association of Law Li-

braries meeting, I created a program on networking 

for the Gen X/Gen Y generations. The program, 

“Pleased to Meet You: Making Connections That 

Count,” was meant to give younger librarians the 

tools to network and help them move up  within the 

profession.

! Because our 30 minute session was sched-

uled for the last official slot of the conference (tradi-

tionally  a time of low attendance) , we developed a 

full concept program including a viral marketing 

campaign. As part of out effort we had 100 buttons 

with “J4” (our program slot) printed on them for dis-

tribution. Each speaker wore one 

and carried a supply to distribute. 

Whenever someone asked what J4 

meant, we took the opportunity to 

promote the program and to meet 

someone new. Within two days all 

of our buttons had been distributed. 

In addition to our button program, 

we planned an informal “after 

event” opportunity for networking 

at a local bar. To promote both the 

presentation and the follow-up get 

together, we produced flyers that included a cocktail 

recipe for “the Networker” (see sidebar on the next 

page) a libation created for the event by a San Fran-

cisco bartender and based on the famous New Or-

leans Sazerac (purportedly  one of the first cocktails). 

Our promotional campaign was a success. 

! When the presentation time rolled around, 

there were 97 attendees — quite a turnout consider-

ing how many had already  left the conference and 

the fact that the slots before us had less than 30 par-

ticipants. As an ice-breaker we asked everyone to 

introduce themselves to a neighbor, exchange busi-

ness cards and share their favorite drink or cocktail.

 Diane Rodriguez from Hassard Bonnington 

LLP started her portion of the presentation by asking 

people to write what they  had learned about  their 

neighbor during the ice-breaker on the back of a 

business card. She uses this technique to help re-

member people and contact them when she returns 

home. She has been able to expand her personal 

network by  inviting co-workers from outside the li-

brary to meetings on topics of interest  to them and 

by attending presentations given by firm partners. 

She closed by  suggesting librarians join the firm's 

diversity or charitable giving committee to find roles 

"outside the [book] stacks."

 Next, Julie Horst from the University of Cali-

fornia, Hastings College of the Law Libraryfocused 

on how to meet people outside the library on a small 

campus and the benefits of these contacts. Knowing 

behind the scenes people like those from facilities or 

students services is a big benefit to 

the library staff when planning 

events or getting needs met quickly. 

She also provided tips on how to 

start up  conversations with new 

networking contacts. She demon-

strated that meeting new people and 

expanding our network is easier 

than it appears, but still requires fo-

cused effort.

! To close, Coral Henning, Di-

rector of the Sacramento County 

Public Law Library, told how to build a good “eleva-

tor speech” and gear it to your audience. She also 

discussed how to create a buzz about what you are 

doing by making something interesting enough to get 

the attention of the press. Her suggestion was to 

make the event wild and a bit odd. For this years’ 

National Library Week, her library partnered with 

local pet organizations and sponsored programs on 

pet law and estate planning. The event closed with a 

“Yappy Hour”. Given that pets and law libraries are 

not normally  thought of together the event provided 

a “hook” that garnered a wealth of positive press.

All in all, “Pleased to Meet You,” was both 

fun and informative. We hope to offer the program at 

future AALL meetings as part of the Conference for 

Newer Law Librarians to help them get their net-

working efforts in the law library world off to a 

strong start!
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The Recipe That’s
Sweeping the Nation:
The Networker

Specially commissioned for the 

Impromptu Networking event at the 

recent American Association of Law 

Libraries conference in New Orleans:

• Rinse glass with Herbsaint or other 
anise liqueur

• Add 2 oz. Bourbon

• 1/2 oz. Cherry Brandy

• 1 dash Peychaud Bitters

• Stir, add ice

• Top with Ginger Beer

Meet Our Newest Librarian: Jill Fukunaga:
We asked Jill if she would say a 

few words by way of an introduc-

tion. This is what she had to say 

about herself:

! Although I had been a 

big fan of libraries all of my 

life, I never dreamed that I 

would someday become a 

librarian.  In fact, while grow-

ing up in Hawaii, I never even 

envisioned moving to another 

state.  I attended the Univer-

sity of Hawaii at Manoa and 

received both my BA and JD 

degrees there.  After graduating, I clerked 

for Associate Justice Corinne Watanabe of the Hawaii Intermediate 

Court of Appeals – possibly the best job I’ve ever had.  Following 

the clerkship, I worked for several years as an associate at a small 

firm in Honolulu, where I did mostly construction, employment 

and premises liability defense litigation. 

! I moved to the San Francisco Bay Area in 1998, amidst the 

buzz and excitement of the dot-com boom.  I started practicing at a 

small employment law boutique, and after that, worked as an asso-

ciate at Littler Mendelson.  I enjoyed the intellectual challenges of 

litigation and the camaraderie of the attorneys with whom I 

worked, but after a few years, I was ready for a change.  I began 

researching alternative careers where I could still use my legal re-

search and writing skills, and found, after speaking to some of the 

firm librarians, that law librarianship seemed to be right up my 

alley.  I attended the MLIS program part-time at San Jose State for 

about a year, then transferred to the University of South Florida in 

Tampa as a full-time student in early 2005.  After receiving my MLIS degree, I accepted a position as a refer-

ence librarian at the UCLA School of Law Library.  It soon dawned on me, however, that I missed the Bay Area 

and would happily trade the constant sunshine of Los Angeles for the San Francisco fog.  Of course, a few of 

my Southern California friends thought I was crazy, but a lot of people think I’m crazy for leaving Hawaii in the 

first place.

! As the Collection Development Librarian here at Zief, I oversee the selection of materials and mainte-

nance of the library collection, and in addition perform the whole range of reference services provided by our 

Reference team.  I am fortunate to be part of such an extremely knowledgeable and pleasant group of library 

staff members, and am looking forward to working closely with the students and faculty in the coming aca-

demic year.
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Coming Soon: USF Law — Then and Now
A new display of historical images from the USF Archives will be appearing soon in the Zief Law Library. Fea-

turing faces and places from the past, check the display case directly across from the Terrace Room. Thanks are 

due to University Archivist Michael Kotlanger, S.J. for his assistance in preparing this display.

Test Your Movie/Legal Trivia Knowledge:

At the recent Information Fair for entering first year students the Zief Law Library held a trivia contest to pro-

mote the Popular Film collection. The winner of the contest is 1L Amber Ingels. See how many of the following 

you can answer (solution below.) 

• 1. In the 1995 film Dead Man Walking, Susan Sarandon earned an Oscar for Best Actress in 
the role of Sister Helen Prejean C.S.J. Who was the director of the film and what is his rela-
tionship to Ms. Sarandon?

• 2. Reese Witherspoon plays the spunky Elle Woods in Legally  Blonde. In the novel on which 
the film is based Elle doesn’t go to Harvard. Where does she study law in the original book?

• 3. The 2005 film North Country  is a fictionalized account of the sexual harassment case of 
Jenson vs. Eveleth Mines. What actor, known for his liberal views on hemp, played the part 
of Bill White, the small town lawyer who represented the Charlize Theron character?

• 4. What is the name of the actor who won a Golden Globe for Best Actor in the role of Billy 
Flynn, Chicago's slickest lawyer who can turn notorious defendants into local legends?

• 5. USF Law Professor John Osborn authored the quintessential story of life as a student at 
Harvard Law. What is the name of both the novel and the 1973 film?
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Helping Rebuild New Orleans with Habitat for Humanity
The American Association of Law Libraries has started to include 

an opportunity for visiting librarians to take part  in local service 

projects. This summer Lee Ryan took her heavy-duty work gloves 

to New Orleans and helped with the rebuilding efforts. The follow-

ing is an excerpt of her post to the law library blog, ZiefBrief (see 

more about ZiefBrief on the back of this edition of the Z-Flyer.) 

“Habitat? New Orleans? As you might guess, the link to law librar-

ies is that I am in the Big Easy for the annual meeting of the Ameri-

can Associations Law Libraries. Yesterday we slathered on the sun-

screen and, with about 75 other librarians, trekked out to the upper 

Ninth Ward to work on the Musicians’ Village, a New Orleans Area 

Habitat for Humanity project supported by Ellis and Branford Marsalis and Harry Connick, Jr. Once it’s com-

pleted, the Village will house 70 families and feature the Ellis Marsalis Center for Music, complete with a re-

cording studio and space for performances and classes. Habitat also plans to build another 150 homes in the 

Ninth Ward (and would gladly accept donations to make it all possible).

My law librarian colleagues and I 

muscled framed walls about, 

painted almost completed houses, 

and put in flooring systems on one 

that was just starting out. And on 

the way to and from the site we 

got a good look at the blocks after 

blocks of devastation still remain-

ing. No video or photos could 

have prepared us for what we saw 

- and this in a part of the city that 

was not as badly hit  as the lower 

Ninth Ward. Even now we are still 

struggling to wrap our brains 

around it. Along with the devasta-

tion, there were some (sadly 

sparse, it seemed) signs of hope: 

the restored home; the house with the trailer out front and work being done. Habitat for Humanity's 220 homes 

will be a big boost to the Ninth Ward, but so much is still needed...”

New Book Features Introduction by Professor de la Vega:
Law Professor Connie de la Vega recently departed from her usual scholarly writing to 

pen the introduction to a beautiful volume devoted to the Kirstenbosch National Bo-

tanical Garden in Cape Town, South Africa. It will be on display and available to check 

out from the Law Popular Reading collection next to the Reference Desk.

5



ZiefBrief In Brief:
Billed as “Announcements, news and legal research tips & tools from USF's Dorraine Zief 

Law Library,” this is the place to go to learn the latest and greatest research tips from the 

crack reference librarians here in the law library. The librarians scan dozens of blogs, elec-

tronic discussions, listserves, and other resources and share the best with you. We have 

reproduced some the most recent postings below, but to get the most out of ZiefBrief 

check it frequently at :

! ! http://ziefbrief.typepad.com

Law Professor Blogs Are Flourishing
Concurring Opinions has posted its 2007 Law Pro-

fessor Blogger Census. According to Professor So-

love, there are now 307 blogging law professors, and 

the range of topics is quite impressive. Law profes-

sors are blogging about aviation law, reproductive 

rights, poverty law, sports law, consumer law, 

.....well, you get the idea! If you're interested in a 

particular practice area, these blogs are a great way 

to keep current on the latest developments and find 

paper topics that won't put you to sleep. 

Law School: The Movie
Earlier this year, we learned of a documentary about 

the California bar exam, "A Lawyer Walks Into a 

Bar." Now, we've got a documentary about law 

school's triumphs and tribulations. Created by Porter 

Heath Morgan, an Oklahoma attorney and 2004 

graduate of the University of Oklahoma College of 

Law, "The Trials of Law School" follows eight stu-

dents throughout their first year at Oklahoma Law. 

You can check out the trailer and read all about the 

documentary over at WSJ's Law Blog.

Dorraine Zief Law Library Hours
Fall Semester — 2007

Orientation Week
• Mon. - Thur.! 8:30am - 9:00pm

• Fri.! ! 8:30am - 5:00pm

• Sat.! ! 9:00am - 5:00pm

• Sun.!! 10:00am - 11:00pm

Labor Day Weekend
• Sat.(9/1)! 9:00am - 5:00pm

• Sun. (9/2)! 10:00am - 6:00pm

• Mon. (9/3)! 10:00am - 6:00pm Labor Day

Regular Hours
• Mon. - Thur.! 8:00am - 11:00pm

• Fri.! ! ! 8:00am - 9:00pm

• Sat.! ! ! 9:00am - 9:00pm

• Sun.!! ! 10:00am - 11:00pm 

Thanksgiving Weekend
• Wed. (11/21)! 8:00am - 5:00 pm

• Thurs. (11/22)! Closed Thanksgiving Day

• Fri. (11/23)!  ! 10:00am - 6:00pm

• Sat. (11/24)!! 9:00am - 9:00pm

• Sun. (11/25)! 10:00am - 11:00pm

Important Phone Numbers:
• Reference/Research Support:! (415) 422-6773

• Circulation/Reserve Materials: ! 415) 422-6679

• Hours of Operation (recording):! (415) 4226678
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